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Der Ahnenpass is a document that lists the ancestors of a family, starting with one’s
self and then chronologically going back five generations (great-great-great
grandparents). The predecessor of this document was what is called in German
“Familien-Stammbuch” [family ancestor book]. It was in use before 1933 and the
emergence of the Nazi regime. Its purpose was to retain a sense of family history, but
also for registration of vital statistics: births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, and it gave
information about inheritance, etc. I own such a book.

[ also own an Ahnenpass. However, the purpose of this document is very different: it is
divisive and evil, to show and prove whether you and/or your ancestors were either
Jewish or not. By the Nazi definition, a non-Jew was called an Aryan. In 1933 the Nazi
regime started using that name and also introduced their race laws.

[ must here go into detail about the word “Aryan” with the help of a current German
dictionary.

The word “Aryan”/“Arier” refers originally to a member of a group of people living in
ancient India and Iran; their language we now call Indo-European. In Sanskrit
(language of ancient India and Hinduism) “Arish” means noble, high-born, and
precious. The Nazis took that word and applied it to the present Germans: being, in
their minds, superior intellectually, politically, and culturally, and “proving” it by
using pseudo-science. Ergo: the use of this word, in this context, is a perversion, a
distortion, and a propagandistic lie. We would now use the phrase “fake science”.

Similarly, we have a word in the USA that is also based on pseudo-science,
unbeknownst to many, but it is widely in use orally and in bureaucracy: Caucasian. I
was confronted with this word every time I filled out the yearly obligatory US Army
draft registration form. A friend of mine who was present explained to me that [—
being a white person—would have to check that box. Although I didn’t have the
faintest idea what “Caucasian” and “white” had to do with each other, I instinctively
knew something was off. After all, what connects me to the Caucasian region? Years
later I finally went to the library and found the following definition:

Caucasian: one of the earliest anthropologists, Johann Friedrich Blumenbach (1752-1842) divided
all mankind into five races: Caucasian, Mongolian, Ethiopian, American, and Malayan. The best
proportioned skull in his collection was from the Caucuses so he chose the name Caucasian as
symbolizing the finest type of white race. Blumenbach also thought that the Caucuses was the
original home of the hypothetical race known as “Indo-European” to which most Western and some
Eastern cultures trace their language origin. These theories of Blumenbach are, in the words of the
World Webster Dictionary, “now not scientific and often tinged with racism; however, the word
[Caucasian] is used in default of a better word.”



[ have two problems with this writing: 1) to me, the theories of Blumenbach are not
“often tinged with racism” but are racist by definition. 2) “...is used in default of a
better word”: to that [ would say, why not use the word “white” instead? I came to
notice that “Caucasian” has been replaced with “white” recently, but not entirely. It is
still in people’s heads because they are ignorant of its racist content and don’t care to
discover its origins.

Finally I asked: should Herr Blumenbach be called out? Answer: since his bones and
his superior skull are rotting somewhere in German soil, it’s too late for that; but it's
not too late to out his damned pseudo-theories and the word “Caucasian”.

Last comments about the Ahnenpass: read all the rules, restrictions, exclusions, and
realize: these laws were concocted by a relatively small number of people, but they
were enforced by many thousands more, putting people in jeopardy and to death. I
ask, what happened to their ideologies: did they—even if only a fraction—pass them
on—knowingly or unknowingly—to their children, grandchildren, or friends? How
come there are now neo-Nazis in countries that suffered under Nazism? And why do
we have racism in the USA? I tell you why: because of the continuous passing on of
racist lies and stereotyping by institutions and by ordinary people who are thereby
racists and unaware of it, denying it, and showing a lack of will to deal with it.

One more thing: when I took a closer look at the Ahnenpass in the 1960s | was
tempted to throw it in the trash because of its contents. However, that would have
been a mistake for two reasons: 1) The Ahnenpass contains the only surviving record
of my birth. 2) It is a document of its time, regardless of how ugly it is.

[ am now taking off my disposable gloves with which I had handled that fucking
Ahnenpass and open the window to clear the stench it gave off, but damn, the air
entering through my window reeks of racism. Is there any place, anywhere, where the
air is clean? At least a little bit?

The following pages contain the covers of the Familien-Stammbuch and Ahnenpass,
the contents of the Ahnenpass, and finally a translation of the Ahnenpass by Ann C.
Sherwin.
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Original text of the race laws as they appear in the Ahnenpass

Der Rafjegrundjaf.

Die im nationaljojialijftijhen Denfen vermwurzelte Auffajfung, dafy es
oberjte Pflidyt eined BVolfes ift, feine Raffe, fein Blut von fremden Ein-
fliijffen rein 3u Halten und die in den BVollstorper eingedrungenen frembdben
Blutdeinjdhldge mieder ausjumerzen, griindet {id) auf die wijfenjdhaftliden
Grfenntnij;e der Grblehre und RNajfenforidjung. Dem Denten ded National-
fozialismus entjpredhend, jedem anbderen Boife volle Geredytigleit mider-
fahren 3u laffen, ift dabei niemal3 von Hoher- oder minderwertigen, jon-
dern ftets nur von fremden Rafjeneinfchldgen die Rede.

Der Begriff der arijchen AUbjfammung.

Da nad) den Crgebniffen der Raffenlehre das deutfdhe Volf neben dem
bejtimmenden Ginfluf der nordifden Rajfe aud) in geringerem und red)-
nungdmdpig nidt erfafbarem Umfange andere mehr oder minder ver-
mandte Najfenbeftandteile entHhAlt, die aud) die Baujteine der europdifcdhen
Nad)barvdler jind, hat man fiir diefen iibergeordneten Begriff der Gejamt-
feit der im Deutjhen Volfe enthaltenen Rajfen die Bezeihnung arijd
(abroeidjend von der Spradymiffenjdhaft!) gewdhlt, und damit das deutjde
und das diefem eng vermandte Blut zu einer rajfijden Ginbheit jufammen-
gefat. Genau den gleichen Umfang Hhat der Begriff ,,Deutjches oder art-
vermandtes Blut" im Reid)sbiirgergejes.

Arifdher Whbjtammung (=, deut{dblittig") ift demnad derjenige Men|d,
der f.ei on einem, vom deutidhen Volfe aus gefehen, fremdrajfigen Bluts-
einfchlage ift. A8 fremd gilt hier vor allem das Blut der aud) im euro-
pdifdyen Sietlungsraume lebenden Juden und Jigeuner, dasd der afiatifdhen
und afrifanijden Raffen und der Ureinmwohner Auftraliens und Umerilasd
(Indianer), mdfhrend 3. B. ein Engldnder oder Schroede, ein Franzofe oder
Tjch. e, ein Pole oder Jtaliener, wenn er felbjt jrei von folden, aud ihm
fremben Blutseinjdyidgen ijt, ald vermandt, alfo als arifd) gelten muf, mag
er nun in feinev Heimat, in Oftafien oder in Amerifa mwohnen oder mag
er Biirger der U.S.A. ober eines fitdamerifanij@en Freiftaates fein.
Daf uns dabei 3. B. fiir eine Ehefhliegung der deutihe Bolisgenofje, das
Madden rein deutfdher Abftammung ndherfteht als ein anderer Urier
entfernterer RNafjevermandtihaft, ift jelbjtveritdndlid.

In fedem Falle ift e3 Pilicht und Aufgabe ded Cingelnen, den
- Nadiveis feiner aii hen b{tammung entfpredgend den fir ihn geltenden
Bejtimmungen 3u fithren, in vielen Fallen aud Hinfidtlich ded Chegatten.
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Diefer Madyoeisd, deffen BVeftimmungen und Methoden in den folgenden
Abfdhnitten erldutert mwerden, ift natiiclidy jeitlid) begren3t, da es im we-
jentlidhen darauf anfommt, die ndhevliegenden, alfo etwa feit der fran-
36iijhen Nevolution *) vorgefommenen Raffenmifdyungen zu exfafjen.

Die Beffimmungen.

I

a3 im gefamten {taatliden Bereidh Ridhtung gebende Deutfdhe Beam-
tengeje (RGBL 1937 1 &. 39) vom 26. 1. 1937 hat mit geringfiigigen
Abmweicdhungen diefelben BVejtimmungen (iber die Fejtitellung der arijdhen
b3w. nidtarijchen Abftammung rwie das am 30. 3. b3w. am 30. 9. 1934 ab-
gelaufene Gefely gur Wiederherftellung Ded Berufdbeamtentums (Berufs-
beamtengefef), weldjesd beftimmt, dafy ,,al8 nidtarijdy gilt, mwer von nidt-

arifchen, insbefondere {fidijdhen Gltern und GroBeltern abjtammt. €3 ge- |

niigt, menn ein Elternteil oder ein GroBelternteil nidytarijd) mar. Dasdijt
ingbefondere dann anjunehmen, wenn ein Elternteil oder ein Grofeltern-
teil ber jiidifdhen Religion**) angehort Hat'’. Bef auerehelider Ubjtam-
mung ift die Abjftammung ded auBerehelidien Erzeugers in gleider Weife
wie bei efhelidher Ubftammung die ded Vaters nadyzumeifen.
. Der Nadyroeis der arifdhen Abftammung im Sinne diefer Beftimmungen
erftredt fid) jomit 6i3 auf die Gltern und Grofeltern des Nadymweidpflich:
tigen. feiner diefer Gltern- oder Grofelternteile darf der Rajfe nad) voll
nidgtarijd) gemefen fein. Wenn alfo die beiden CGltern eined GroReltern-
teiled (oder bei aufjerehelidher bjtammung und mangelndem Tadyveife
bes Grzeugerd die Mutter) der Raffe nad) voll nidhtariidy (3. B. fudifd,
wenn aud) getauft) waren, dann gilt der befreffende GroRelternteil und
damit aud) der Nadymeidpflidhtige al8 nidhtarifd). Jft die arijche Abjtam: -
mung eines Grofelternteiled mweifelhafi, mup aljo der Nachweis aud fiir
deflen Gltern (bie betreffenden Urgrofeltern ded Nadyweidpflichtigen) ge-
fithrt merden. Der Nadyweis ift durd) BVorlegung von Urfunden u fithren
(jiehe &. 43/44).

Die Beftimmungen diefes SGefesed gelten Hinfichtlidy ded Abjtammungs-
nadymweifed aufer fiir Beamte, Angejtellte und Arbeiter ded Reidhes, Dder
Ldnder, Gemeinden und bffentlid)-rechtiidhen Korperjdhaften aud) fiir die

*) Die franzdfifche Reoolution (1789) bradhte 3uerft in Franfreid), in bder
GFolgezeit aber aud) in den meiften anbderen Staaten die [iberaliftiiche Welt-
anfdhauung zum Durdhbrud). Der oberfte Grundfaf diefer Weltanfdhauung {}'t
bas Vorred)t des Einzelnen (Individuum) vor der Gefamtheft. Thre Jdeale
waren bdfe Freifjeit (Ungebunbdenheit) und Gleidhheit (,alles ift gleid), mwas
Menfdenantlif trdgt’’). Auf bdiefe Anjdhauungen {ind bdie Judenemanzipation
und die meijten Mijdhehen, aber aud) die fHeute ald {iberaud {dhddlid) erfannte
Bernadjldfiigung der Begriffe Familie, Sippe und Bolf uriidzufiihren. Srjt die
geiftige RNevolution bdes NationalfozialiSsmus vermodhte Ddiefe Weltanjdjauung
in Deut{dhland zu bejiegen. .

**) A3 BVermutung ovoll nidtarifher Abftammung gilt Hier 3. B. die Ju:
gehorigfeit jur jlidijdhen Religion, meil mit verjdmindend geringen und faft nte
nadpriifbaren Ausnahmen die Jugehdrigleit gur jidiihen (National:) Religion
aud) die raifijhe WUbjtammung von Angehdrigen bdes jibdifdhen Bolfed bedeutet
liberrvitte rein Deutid)bliitiger ur jiidijden Religion {ind felten oorgetommen
Anders {jt es mit itbectritten von Juden zu anderen (dhriftlihen) Befenntni Jen,
bie Bdufig oorfonunen und an Dder rajjijdien Jugehsrigfeit um Judentum
nidytd8 dndern.
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dirzte, Redht8anmdlte, Patentanmwdlte und Hohere Sdhiiler, flir viele Ber-
bdnbe, Rorperfdiaften ufw. Die den Vejtimmungen des Deutjdhen Beam:
tengejefes Unterliegenden hHaben in der Regel den gleichen Nadyweis aud
fiir ihre €hefrauen Zu fiihren (Ausdnahme fir Mifdhlinge 2. Grades).

Aud) das Wehrgefes vom 21. Mai 1935 Hat ent{prediende BVeftim-
mungen {ibernommen. Der urfundlide Nadymweis der arijden Ubjtammung
ift jpdtejtens bei der erften Befdrderung 3u erbringen, da nur Perfonen
arijdjer Abftammung BVorgefesste in der Wehrmad)t merden Ednnen. Jedem
Angehdrigen arifdier Abjtammung der Wehrmad)t und des Beurlaubten-
ftandes ift auBerdem das Eingehen einer Ehe mit einer Frau nidtarijder
Abjtammung verboten. Jumwiderhandlungen Haben den VWerluft jedes ge-
hobenen militdrifdhen Dienftgrades zur Folge. Jihnlide Beftimmungen
gelten audy fiir den Reid)Sarbeitsdienit.

Die Niirnberger Gefele jind ebenfalld auf die vajfijde Jugehdrigfeit der
OroBeltern abgeftellt. Nad) dem Reid)sbiirgergeies (,Jude ijt, wer
von mindeftend Bdrei der Raffe nady jiidifhen Grofeltern abjtammt’)
fann ein Jude nidyt Reidysbiirger fein. Nad) dem Gefey 3um Shufe
Ded Deutfdyen Blutes und der deutidhen Ehre diirfen deutjd)-
bliitige Neid)sangehhdrige feine Ehe mit Juden (]. oben) eingehen. Rafjen-
jhande wird dhwer bejtraft.

4

- Liber Diefe Bejtimmungen Ginaud gehen die Erjorderniife ded Reidhs:
ertbfoigefeBes und die Uufnalhmebedingungen der NSDUAD. und ifHhrer
Gliederungen. Den Aufnahmebedingungen der Partei entfpredien nur
Perfonen rein arifder Abjftammung, die alfo frei bon feder
fremden (3.B. jiidifdjen oder negerijdhen) Blutsdbeimijdhung {ind.
PDariiber hinaus miifjen die Chegatten den gleidhen Bedingungen entjpredien.
Da die Aufhebung der mwefentlichiten, den Juden bi3 dahin auferlegten
Be{drdnfungen (die Judenemanzipation) und damit die Moglichfeit Fur
Raffenmifchung praftiicd) erjt ju BVeginn ded vorigen Jahrhunderts ein-
feBte, ift der Nadyiveis bis zum 1. 1. 1800 uriid 3u fiihren, d. h. e miiffen
a) die Geburts: (Tauj-) und Heivatdurfunden aller UhHnen vorliegen, die
nad) dem 1. 1. 1800 geboren f{ind und auferdem b) nod) die Tauf- und
ZTrauurfunden der beiden Cltern derjenigen Whnen, die ferweild (in fedem
Ahnenjtamm) al3 erfte nady diefem Stidhtage geboren {ind. (Aljo bdie
Cltern der dltejten unter a) genannten Whnen.) Beifpiel: Jemandesd Ur-
groBmutter (9 der Ahnentafel) ift 1820 geboren [fallt aljo unter a], bann
miiffen ihre Gltern (die Ulteltern 18 und 19 der Uhnentafel), die 1782
und 1791 geboren {ind, nad)gemwiefen mwerden. Ebenfo wenn der WAltvater
(22 der Abnentafel) 1801 geboren ijt, feine Gltern (44 und 45 der Uhnen-
tafel), die 1764 und 1768 geboren find.

Die Unferlagen. Grundjdfe des Utffammungsnachmweifes.

Der Nadymweid der arifdhen Abj{tammung it aljo — mwie
{dhon aus dem bidher Gefagten Hervorgeht — durd) Perjonenitands-
urfunden ju fiihren, durd) Geburts-, Heiratsd- und Sterbeurfunden und
andere Gintrdge in amtliche RNegifter, Biider und Wften. Dasd Er-
{dheinungsbild des zu Priifenden (feine Edrperlidhen Merfmale) fann
nur felten den Bemweid nidhtarijder Ubftammung ergeben, fondern mwird
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in Der Megel nur al8 Hilfdmittel 3ur Priifung Herangezogen. Dariiber
wird nod) fpdter im Jufammenhang mit der Behandlung der Jieifels-
jdlle 3u fpredjen fein. Edyon hier muf aber davor gemwarnt werden, jemnan-
den auf Grund feines Ausfehens allein etwa der jiidijden Abjtammung
3u verdddytigen.

Gerif fann aud) der urfundlide Abftammungdnadimweis Fehler ent-
balten etwa Ddadurd), dafy ein der Geburtdurfunde nady eheliches Kind
im Ghebrud) gezeugt murde. Wber e3 Hieke dodh, die deutjdhe Mutter ald
foldje und bamit unjere eigenen Whnen leichtfertig und [Hhimpflih 3u
beleidigen, mollte man annefmen, daf diefe Fdlle im Bergleidh ur Ge-
jamtzahl Hdufig vorfdmen ofer vorgefommen wdren. Hier muf als oberjter
Grundiafy Der gelten, dbaf die ehelidye Baterfdhaft nur dann ausdzuidliegen
iit, menn der Bemeisd dajiir Jweifel3frei erbrad)t merden fann.

Ta fitr den Abjtammungsnadyveis im Segenfa jum EGrbredht nur bdie
leiblidjen Gltern mafgebend {ind, gehdren Wboptiveltern, Stief-
und Pflege-(Jieh-)eltern natinlid nidhit in die anzufertigende
Ahnenaufijtellung. Sie hHaben dem Blute, der Naffe nady feinerlei
CiniluR auf die Grbmaffe der zu unterjudjenden Perfon. Widhtig ift die
Beadytung diefer Tatjadye bei allen unehelich oder auferehelich Geborenen
und bei Findeltindern. In allen diefen Fdllen wird ed darauf anfommen,
die tatfddy idjen Grjeuger (leiblichen Bdter und Miitter) feftzuftellen und
Deren meitere Ahnen tn die ujjtellung aufzunehmen. Faljde Sham ift
hier nidht am Plafe. G35 fdllt Heute feinem verniinftigen Menfdjen mehr
ein, einen Volfsgenof'en geiinger zu adyten, weil er oder einer feiner Uhnen
unelel’d) geboven muide. Um jo mefr aber mollen wir in Jufunft in ridh-
tiger G .fenntnis des Wertes, den die Familie fiir die Crziehung der Kin-
der und als Baugelle ded Wolles fhat, danad) tradhten, dafy jedes deutfdje
Rind einem feften Lebensbunbde feiner Eltern fein Dajein ju verdanfen Hhat.
Und aud) dort, mo Eingelumitdnde dem Kinde diejed Gliid verfagen, darf
e$ nie mebr in die Sorge fommen, nidht ju mwiffen, wer fein BVater ift.

Nufbau der Uhnentafel

M D v D v ) M) I O vt N D I D v~ N
QI“'QI’DE,?HETH [~~~ B~ ~ B T~ S S S - B S ¥ B Yo B Vo B T R Yo B (= I Ve ]
(Ue-lete-OroBeltern): § 3 88 99 3¢ 22 8% 81888
YY YY YY YY YY YY YY YY
S thitenn 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
(Ur-Ur-Grofeltern): S Y e TR e W e O e
Ur-Grofeltern: 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
—— — — Nem—
@roﬁc[tern: 4 5 6 7
Gltern: 2 (DBater) 8 (Mutter)
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Die Ahnenaufjtellung.

Die notwendige Wufftellung erfolgt entmweder in Form einer Tafel
(UAhnentafel) oder in Form einer Lifte (A hnenlijte). Den Ausdrud
Stammbaum follte man méglid)jt vermeiden, da er im Segen-
fag aur Alhnentajel nur eine ufjtellung derjenigen Mad)fommen einer
beftimmten Pe.jon bezeid).iet, meldhe deven Familiennamen tragen. Wir
wollen daler hier nur oon der Ahnentafel {prechen, die wir ald liberficht
benufen (j. S. 44) und filir jeden eingelnen Ahn die einzelnen Daten in
die dbuid) die Rennyiffer begeidhneten BWordrude eintragen.

Bei der Yufjtellung der Ahnentafel gehen mwir ftetd ovon derjenigen
Pervjon aus, decen avijde AUbftammurg nad)upriijen und zu bemetjen ift.
Sie trdgt jtetd die RKenngiffer 1. Die Eltern haben die Kennjziffer 2
(Bater) und 3 (Mutter), die Grofeltern 4 und 5 (BVater und Mutter des
Baterd), 6 und 7 (Vater und Niutter der Mutter). Die AUhnentafel 3eigt
alio den bereit3 dargejtellten Wufbau.

Mit Ausnahme Dded oder der Nadyjupriifenden feldbjt (1) bezeidhnen
gerade Renngijfern ftetd Mdnner (2, 4, 6, 8, 10) und ungerade (3, 5, 7,9,
11 ujm.) ftetd Grauen. Der Bater {eder auf der AUhnentafel verzeihneten
Perjon trdgt die verdoppelte 2ffer; fo ift 2 der Laler von 1, 14 der von 7.
Die Ghefrau trdgt ftetd dic ,emweil3 folgende unyevade Jijfer; 3. B. die
Orofmutter vdterlidjerfeits die Jiffer 5, da der Grofvater vdterlicherieits
durd) die Jiffer 4 bezeicdhnet wird. Auf diefe Weile ift ein Syjtem gefchajfen,
dag Jrrtiimer ausidyliet und einen guten Uderblid gemdhrt ™).

Beim Yusfiillen der WUhnentafel und der Vordrude muB man nun
planooil und vorfid)!ig vo-g2hHen. Gintragungen alfer Art diicfen nur auf
Grund vo:licgender einmandjreier Urfunden, indbejondere amtlid) b:glau-
bigter Megifterausyiige vorgenommen mwerden. Und dann muy nodymald
g:itofnt 'mexﬁen, Daf jemweild nur die leibliden Gitern aufgezeidhnet mwerden

rfen!.

Nehmen wir aljo efnen praftifden Fall an. Jemand mwill durd) fad-
gemaResd Ausfiillen der vorliegenden Ufnenlifte das Material Jum Nad)-
weid feiner auijhen Ubjtammung ufjammenijtellen. Bevor er bdie
erften Gintragungen vornimmt, bejdajit er jich

a) feine Geburtdurfunde (b3w. Taufurtunde) und,
b) fall3 er verheiratet ift, aud) jeine Heiratdurfunde.

Dort findet er alle Angaben, um die Bordrude auf Seite 6/7 auszufiillen,
ev finbDet aber auf der Geburtdurfunde audy die Namen feiner Eltern.
Cr fann alfo in der Negel auf dem BVordrud Ubhnentafel auj Seite 4/5
aud {don die Felder 2 und 3 ausfiiilen.

AI8 nddyites bejorgt er {id) die Heiratdurfunde jeiner €ltern und dfe
ungefiivgten Gedurtsurfunden [Taujurfunden] von Bater und Mutter.
Dann geht er in gleider Weife immer um eine Generation mweiter. Die
Bejdhafjung ungefiiczter Geburts=(Tauf-)Urtunden ift midytig wegen der

*) Um diefes DHeft nidht durd) 3u ftarfen Umfang 3u verteuern, fft ed nur fiir
den Ubjtammungsnadeis einer Pecfon beftimmt. Falld8 aud) fir den Ehe:
gatten der Madyoeid erbracht merden muB. empiiehlt es jid), fiir diefen einen
weitecen Wbhnenpa anjulegen. Jur FocrtfeBung diefes DHeftes {iber 31 Hinaus
dient das ,Ergdnzungsheijt.
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nur fn diefen enthaltenen Angaben (3. B. Paten), deren Kenntnis fiir die
Gorfdung oft mertooll {ft. Diefe Urfunden dienen der Gintragung im
AhnenpaB und {ind mit diefem zur Beglaubigung dem Stanbdedbeamten
votzulegen. (Siehe Punit 3 des einleitenden Abjdnitted: ,Jur Beadytung*
auf Seite 2.)

€G3 tommt alfo ftet8 Barauf an, in erfter Linie diefe 3mwei Arten von
Urtunden 3u bejdjaffen, da fie jumeift alle Angaben enthalten, die bie
Goridjung tn die nddjite Ahnenreihe meiterfiihren. Die Heirat3urfinden
jind ebenfall8 nétig, dba durd) fie beriefen mwerden muf, daf wirklid) die
Geburtsdaten des ridytigen Elternpaares angegeben werden. Sonjt befteht
— befonders bei hdufig vorfommenden Familiennamen — bdie Gefahr,
baf man in meiter guriidliegenden Jeiten Perfonen gleihen Namens
fretiimlid) in die Ahnenaufitellung aufnimmt, mit denen man in Wicklid-
feit nidht das Geringfte u tun hat. Aud) die Sterbeurfunden follen nad
Moglidyfeit beforgt werden.

Cin midytiges Hilfdmittel fiir die Wufftellung der Whnentafel find aud
bte Yustiinfte, die man von Eltern, GroBeltern, Tanten und anderen Ver-
mwandten vor Beginn der urtundlidgen Forjdung einholt. dltere Familien-
angehdrige mecden gumeift die Geburtdorte und Jeiten, die Wohnorte und
oiele andere Daten unferer Vorfahren angeben fonnen, die fiir unfere
Forfdyung von Wert find, dody diirfen diefe Ungaben, die audy Jretimer
enthalten Ednnen, da fie nift immer belegt find, nidht endgiiltig mit Tinte
in den Abhnenpaf eingetragen merden. €3 empiiehlt fich, diefe Daten vor-
[@ufig nur mit weidem Bleiftift einjuzeidhnen und auf Grund diefer An-
gaben Hie Urfunden einzubholen.

Die Be|chaffung der Urkunbden.

Dad widytigite Material {ind die Perfonenftandsurfunden, bie
Geburts- (Tauf-), Heivatd-(Trau-)urfunden und Sterbeurfunden. Diefe find
fiir dfe Jeit nady 1875 (in Preufen nad) 1874)*) (in Baden**) nady 1870)
von dem 3uftdndigen Standesbeamten, fiir die friihere Jeit von den Pfare-
dmtern (evangelijdyen oder fatholijdien) einzufholen. In der Oftmart wende
man fidy fiir die Jeit vor Dem 1. 8. 1938 bzm. vor dem 1. 1. 1939, im Su-
detengau vor dem 1. 5. 1939, im Proteftorat BShmen und Mdhren und
im Generalgouvernement ftetd zuerft an die Pfarrdmter und erft dann,
wenn dort feine Beurfundung 3u finden {ft, an die fiir Nidhtangehdrige
einer Religiondgemeinjdaft guftdndige jtaatlihe Bezirfsbehsrde.

Die beglaubigten Urfunden (Regijterausziige) erteilen die Stanbdedbeam-
ten und Diarrer (auf Wun{d) aud) an Stelle von Ausfertigungen auf
abgefiirztem Bordrud vollftdndige, im Wortlaut und in der Sdreibroeife
getreue Abjd)riften der Regijtereintragungen) gegen eine einfeitliche
Gebiihr von 0,60 RM. je Urfunde. Shhreib- und Stempelgebiifhren mwerden
nicht erhoben. Die Jufendung erfolgt ald , gebithrenpflidhtige Dienjtiade’
(etnfadhes Porto, da3d die Pojt vom Empfinger erhebt).

*) Im Geltung3gebiet de3 napoleonijden , Code civil”, aljo fm mwefentliden
fn Den @ebieten [inf3 De3 RHeins, beftehen bdie Standesamts-(Jiviljtands:)
Regijter jdon feit Ende September 1798, auf der redhtd ded Rheins gelegenen
Geite der Rbeinprooing wijden Sieg und Rubr feit dem 1. 1. 1810.

**) Im Lande Baden find fiir die Jeft vom 1. 1. 1810 bis 1. 2. 1870 nur bie
Umtsgerichte zur Erteilung von beglaubigten Ausjziigen aus den GStandes-
und RKirdenbiidern uftdndig. :
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The Race Principle

The idea rooted in National Socialist thinking — that the chief duty of a people
or ethnic group is to keep its race, its blood, free of foreign influences and to eliminate
the foreign elements that have infiltrated the racial corpus — is based on the
scientific findings of heredity and race research. According to National Socialist
thinking, to be entirely fair to all other peoples, it is never a question of superior or
inferior elements but always and only of foreign elements in the race.

The Concept of Aryan Descent

Because, according to the results of race study, the German ethnic group [Volk]
has not only the defining influence of the Nordic race but also, in lesser and not
mathematically ascertainable amounts, other more or less related racial elements,
which are components of neighboring European peoples as well, the term Aryan has
been chosen to denote the concept of this superordinate totality of the races that
make up the German ethnic group (linguistic science notwithstanding!); with this
term, German and closely related bloodlines are conflated into a racial unity. The
same breadth of meaning is encompassed by the phrase “deutsches oder
artverwandtes Blut” [German or congeneric blood] in the Reichsbiirgergesetz
[citizenship law in NS Germany].

Accordingly, a person who, from a German point of view, is free of any foreign
racial blood elements is of Aryan descent (=“of German blood”). “Foreign” here refers
above all to the bloodlines of Jews and Gypsies, who also reside in the European
settlement area, and to those of the Asian and African races and of the aborigines of
Australia and America (Indians); whereas, for example, an Englander or Swede, a
Frenchman or Czech, a Pole or Italian — provided that he himself is free of such blood
elements, which are also foreign to him — must be deemed related, i.e. Aryan,
regardless whether he lives in his homeland, in East Asia, or in America, or is a citizen
of the U.S.A. or of a free state in South America. At the same time, it goes without
saying, for instance, that for the marriage of a German Volksgenosse [NS term for an
ethnic German], a girl of pure German descent is closer than another Aryan girl of a
more distantly related race.

In every case, it is the duty and responsibility of the individual to maintain proof
of Aryan descent according to the provisions that apply to him/her, and in many
cases also to his/her spouse.
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This proof, the provisions and methods of which are explained in the following
sections, is naturally limited in terms of chronology; it is largely a matter of recording
the more recent racial mixtures — that is, those that occurred since the French
Revolution*) or thereabouts.

The Provisions
L.

The German National Civil Service Act [Beamtengesetz] (RGBI. [Reich Law
Gazette] 1937, 1 p. 39) of 26 January 1937 — which sets the course for the entire
administrative sector — contains, with only minor variations, the same provisions
concerning the establishment of Aryan or non-Aryan descent as the Civil Service
Restoration Act [Berufsbeamtengesetz], which expired on 30 March or 30 September
1934; it stipulates that “anyone descended from non-Aryan, especially Jewish,
parents and grandparents, is deemed non-Aryan. It applies if one parent or one
grandparent was non-Aryan. In particular, this is to be assumed, if one parent or one
grandparent was affiliated with the Jewish faith**).” In the case of an extramarital
filiation, the line of descent of the extramarital begetter must be substantiated in the
same way as that of the father in a marital filiation.

Proof of Aryan descent, as defined in these provisions, thus extends to the
parents and grandparents of the accountable person. None of these parents and
grandparents can be fully non-Aryan by race. Therefore, if both parents of a
grandparent (or, in the case of extramarital descent where proof of the begetter is
lacking, the mother [of the grandparent]) were fully a non-Aryan (e.g. Jewish, even if
baptized), then the grandparent in question and the accountable person as well are
considered to be non-Aryan. If the Aryan descent of a grandparent is doubtful, proof
must also be maintained for the grandparent’s parents (the relevant great-
grandparents of the accountable person). The proof must be furnished in the form of
substantiating documents (see pp. 43-44).

The provisions of this law with regard to proving one’s line of descent apply not
only to officials, employees, and workers of the Reich and of states, communities, and
public entities, but also to

*) The French Revolution (1789) occasioned a breakthrough of the liberal worldview, first in
France, and subsequently in most other countries. The chief doctrine of this worldview is the right of
the individual supersedes that of the whole. Its ideals were liberty (freedom) and equality (“all are
equal who bear a human face”). The emancipation of Jews, most mixed marriages, and also neglect of
the concepts of family, clan, and ethnic group, recognized as decidedly harmful today, can all be traced
back to these worldviews. Only the intellectual revolution of National Socialism was able to prevail
against this worldview in Germany.

*¥) Here fully non-Aryan descent is assumed on the basis of affiliation with the Jewish faith, for
example, because, with increasingly few and almost never provable exceptions, affiliation with the
Jewish (national) faith indicates racial descent from ethnic Jewish as well. Conversions of pure-blooded
Germans to the Jewish faith have rarely occurred. On the other hand, Jews often convert to other
(Christian) faiths, and this has no effect on their Jewish racial ethnicity.
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physicians, lawyers, patent attorneys, and secondary school pupils, and to many
associations, corporations, etc. Men subject to the German Civil Service Reform Act
must also have the same proof for their wives, as a rule (exception for mixed-blood
persons of the 2nd degree).

The Conscription Act of 21 May 1935 has carried over comparable provisions.
Documentary proof of Aryan descent must be produced at the time of the first
promotion, at the latest, since only persons of Aryan descent can serve as superiors in
the Wehrmacht. In addition, an Aryan member of the Wehrmacht is forbidden to enter
into marriage with a woman of non-Aryan descent. Contravention results in the loss
of any higher military rank. Similar provisions apply for the Reich Labor Service.

The Nuremberg Laws are likewise geared to the ethnicity of the grandparents.
Under the Reichsblirgergesetz (“a Jew is anyone who is descended from at least three
ethnically Jewish grandparents”) a Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich. According to
the Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor, ethnic Germans
cannot marry Jews (see above). Race defilement is severely punished.

IL.

The requirements of the Hereditary Farm Act [Reichserbhofgesetz] and the
admission standards for the NSDAP [National Socialist German Workers’ Party]
and its classifications exceed the scope of these provisions. The party’s admission
standards are met only by persons of pure Aryan descent, i.e. who are free of any
foreign (e.g. Jewish or Negro) blood admixtures. In addition, spouses must meet the
same standards. Because the lifting of the basic limitations imposed on the Jews in the
past (Jewish emancipation) and with it the possibility of racial mixing did not begin,
for all practical purposes, until the beginning of the last century, the proof must be
carried back to 1 January 1800; i.e., a) the birth (or baptismal) and marriage records
must be available for all ancestors born on or after 1 January 1800, as well as b) the
baptismal and marriage records of both parents of those ancestors who, in each case
(each ancestral line), were the first to be born after this cutoff date — that is, the
parents of the earliest ancestor named under a). Example: Someone’s great-
grandmother (9 in the ahnentafel) was born in 1820 (and thus falls under a), then her
parents (great-great grandparents 18 and 19 in the ahnentafel), who were born in
1782 and 1891, must be proven. Likewise, if the great-great-grandfather (22 in the
ahnentafel) was born in 1801, his parents (44 and 45 in the ahnentafel), who were
born in 1764 and 1768 must also be proven.

The Supporting Documents. Principles of Proof of Descent

Thus, proof of Aryan descent — as follows from what has already been said —
must be maintained through vital records, through birth, marriage and death records
and other entries in official registers, books, and files. The appearance (physical
features) of the person being investigated can rarely constitute proof of non-
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Aryan descent; rather, as a rule, it is used only as supporting evidence. More will be
said later in regard to the handling of doubtful cases. However, it must be noted here
that someone’s appearance alone is enough to raise suspicion of Jewish descent.

To be sure, documentary proof of descent can also contain errors, such as when
a child begotten in adultery is listed as legitimate in the birth record. But it would be a
thoughtless and shameful insult to the German mother as such and to our own
ancestors to assume that these cases occur or have occurred often relative to the total
number. Here the prevailing principle must be that legitimate paternity can be ruled
out only if unequivocal proof can be produced.

Since, in deviation from inheritance law, only the biological parents are
definitive for proof of descent, adoptive parents, step-parents and foster parents
naturally do not belong in the ancestry chart to be drawn up. They have no influence
whatsoever on the genotype of the person in question. It is important that this fact be
taken into account for all illegitimate or out-of-wedlock births as well as for
foundlings. In all these cases it is imperative that the actual parents (biological fathers
and mothers) be ascertained and their further ancestors be recorded in the chart.
This is no place for false shame. No reasonable person today would think of regarding
a Volksgenosse as inferior because he or one of his ancestors was born out of wedlock.
But all the more so, in due recognition of the value of the family for child-rearing and
as components of our ethnic group, do we want to behave from now on in such a way
that every German child owes his existence to a secure, lifelong bond between his
parents. And even where individual circumstances deny a child this good fortune, the
child must never again suffer the anxiety of not knowing who his father is.

Structure of the Ahnentafel
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Compiling the List of Ancestors.

The required compilation can be in the form of either a table (Ahnentafel) or a
list (Ahnenliste). The term family tree (Stammbaum) should be avoided where possible,
because, unlike the ahnentafel, it refers to a compilation of descendants of a
particular person who bear that person’s family name. Therefore we speak only of the
ahnentafel here, which we use as an overview (see p. 44) and in which we enter the
specific data for each individual ancestor in the blank bearing the corresponding
reference number.

In compiling the ahnentafel, we always start with the person whose Aryan
descent is to be ascertained and proven. This person is always number 1. The parents
are numbered 2 (father) and 3 (mother), the grandparents 4 and 5 (the father’s
father and mother), 6 and 7 (the mother’s father and mother). The ahnentafel is thus
structured as already shown.

With the exception of the person whose descent is to be proven (1), even
numbers (2, 4, 6, 8, 10) always indicate men and odd numbers (3, 5, 7,9, 11) always
women. The number of the father of each person listed in the ahnentafel is double
that of the child; thus 4 is the father of 2 and 14 the father of 7. The wife always has
the next higher odd number; e.g. the paternal grandmother would be 5, because the
paternal grandfather is 4. This way a system is created that precludes error and
affords a good overview®).

In filling out the ahnentafel and the forms, one must now proceed methodically
and carefully. No entries of any kind may be made except on the basis of existing
proper official records, especially certified register extracts. Here again it must be
stressed that only the biological parents are to be recorded!

So let us suppose a hypothetical case. Someone wants to compile the material to
substantiate his Aryan descent by properly filling out the present Ahnenpass. Before
he makes the first entries, he procures

a) his birth record (or baptismal record) and,

b) if he is married, also his marriage record.

There he finds all the information needed for filling the blanks on page 6/7. But he
also finds the names of his parents on the birth record. Therefore, as a rule, he can
also fill in fields 2 and 3 of the form on page 4/5.

Next he procures his parents’ marriage record and the unabridged birth records
(or baptismal records) of his father and mother. Then he continues in the same
manner, generation by generation. It is important that unabridged birth (or
baptismal) records be procured because of the

*) So as not to drive up the cost of this booklet by making it too comprehensive, it is designed
for substantiation of the descent of only one person. If substantiation is also needed for the spouse, we
recommend that another Ahnenpass be compiled for him or her. For continuation of this booklet
beyond number 31, an “Ergdnzungsheft” [supplementary booklet] is available.
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information contained only in these (e.g. godparents), the knowledge of which is
often valuable for the research. These records are sufficient for recording data in the
Ahnenpass and must be presented to the registrar along with the latter for
certification. (See point 3 of the introductory section “Zur Beachtung” [please note] on
page 2.)

So it is always important that these two types of documents be procured first,
because they usually contain all the information needed for continuation of the
research with the next generation. The marriage records are likewise needed to prove
that the birth information given is actually for the right parents. Otherwise —
especially in the case of common family names — someone might mistakenly include
in his ancestry persons further back in time with the same name who really have
absolutely nothing to do with him. Death records should also be procured insofar as
possible.

An important aid for compiling the ahnentafel is the information one can get
from parents, grandparents, aunts, and other relatives before starting the
documentary research. Older family members will usually be able to tell us places and
dates of birth, places of residence, and many other things about our ancestors that are
valuable for our research, but this information, which can also contain errors because
it is not documented, must not be entered in the Ahnenpass permanently with ink. It is
best to enter this information provisionally with a soft pencil and to use it as a basis
for locating the official documents.

Procuring the Documents

The most important materials are the vital records, the birth (baptismal),
marriage, and death records. For the period after 1875 (in Prussia after 1874*) and in
Baden**) after 1870) these are obtainable from the relevant civil registrars, and for
earlier periods from the parish offices (Protestant or Catholic). In the Ostmark [Nazi
name for Austria], for the period before 1 Aug 1938 or 1 Jan 1939, in the Sudeten
Valley before 1 May 1939, in the Bohemian Protectorate and Moravia and in the
General Government, always check the parishes first and only if no documentation is
found there, check with the relevant public area authorities for people not affiliated
with a religious community.

Certified documents (register extracts) are issued by civil registrars and clergy
(also, on request, rather than extracts on an abbreviated form, complete faithful
verbatim copies of the registry entries) for a flat fee of 0.60 reichsmarks per record.
No clerical fees or stamp duties are collected. Delivery is as “gebiihrenpflichtige
Dienstsache” (official communication, for which carrier collects postage from the
recipient).

*) In areas where the Napoleonic Civil Code applies, the areas left of the Rhine for the most part,
civil registries have existed since the end of September 1798, and in the side of the Rhine Province
situated right of the Rhine, between Sieg and Ruhr, they have existed since 1 January 1810.

«¢) In the state of Baden, for the period from 1 January 1810 to 1 February 1870, only the local
courts [Amtsgerichte] had the authority to issue certified extracts from the civil and church registers.



